
 

 

NO ROAD SAFETY REMUNERATION TRIBUNAL 
 
In the 2016 election campaign, the ATA is calling on political parties and candidates to announce they would, 
if elected, not re-establish the Road Safety Remuneration Tribunal or any similar price-fixing mechanism. 
 
The RSRT stopped operating on 21 April 2016 after Parliament repealed its legislation. The RSRT was 
abolished following a grass roots campaign by the trucking industry and the release of two independent 
reports. 
 

 Small trucking businesses subject to the RSRT’s price-fixing order found that it was inflexible and 
increased costs by 20-30 per cent. This made them uncompetitive. 
 

 The tribunal also imposed an enormous paperwork burden on businesses. One of the reports 
estimated the total compliance cost to the industry at $56 million a year for each of the tribunal’s two 
orders – $2,000 per year for each affected business. 

 
Fixing prices is not a solution to concerns about road safety 
 

 The reports found there was no proven link between price fixing and safety.  
 

 The safety figures used by the TWU to justify the tribunal have been shown to be flawed. 
 

- Until recently, the TWU claimed the trucking industry had an average of 330 deaths per year. 
They have now stopped making this claim, because the ATA pointed out that the figure was 
from 1999 and included fatalities in bus accidents. 

 

- The month by month figures used by the TWU include accidents caused by other drivers.  
 

 Authoritative new figures show that the rate of fatal articulated truck crashes fell by 80 per cent 
between 1982 and 2015, despite the enormous growth in the number of trucks on the road. These 
figures were prepared by the Centre for Automotive Safety Research (CASR) at the University of 
Adelaide from government statistics. 

 

 Even one accident is too many. But fixing prices will not deliver safety gains. What is needed instead 
are practical safety measures. 

 
The ATA has released a separate fact sheet about how road safety can be improved through 
practical safety measures, including intelligence led, targeted enforcement. The ATA has also 
released a fact sheet about how the Government can support stronger trucking businesses. 


