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Long term safety solutions needed as well as police blitzes 
 

Australia’s governments need to put in place long term solutions to road safety as well as undertaking 
police blitzes, the Chair of the Australian Trucking Association, Geoff Crouch, said today. 
 
Mr Crouch was responding to the multi-state truck compliance operation announced today, Operation 
Rolling Thunder.  
 
“In 2017, the number of deaths in NSW from crashes involving articulated trucks like semitrailers 
increased dramatically, but we know that most of the increase in deaths was in multi-vehicle crashes. 
About 80 per cent of fatal multi-vehicle crashes involving trucks are not the fault of the truck driver,” Mr 
Crouch said. 
 
“Truck compliance operations cannot possibly prevent these crashes, so governments need to take a 
broader, long term approach to safety as well as supporting police blitzes. 
 
“The ATA calls on governments to: 
 

• encourage business to adopt comprehensive safety and risk management systems such as the 
ATA’s TruckSafe system 

• require contractors on government projects to hold safety accreditations or have similarly robust 
safety systems 

• extend the responsibilities of the Australian Transport Safety Bureau (ATSB) to include no-blame, 
independent safety investigations 

• consult genuinely on voluntary electronic work diaries 

• prioritise road infrastructure funding on the basis of road crash investigation findings 

• provide young drivers with information and education about how to share the road safely with 
trucks and 

• improve the quality of truck driver training and assessment.” 
 
 
Media contact:                Bill McKinley 02 6253 6900 / 0488 292 823 

About the Australian Trucking Association: The ATA is the peak body representing the trucking industry. Its 
members include state and sector trucking associations, major logistics companies and businesses with leading 
expertise in truck technology. The ATA represents many thousands of trucking businesses, ranging from owner-
drivers to large fleets.  
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